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Chnistmas Flowers

A sincere thank you to all who donated flowers in memory of someone
special. Here are those for whom we continue to pray: Norbert H. Woebkenberg,
Lucille M. Woebkenberg, Stewart A. Himes, Joe and Camill Beiting, The Osuagwu
Jamaly, The Anyigbo _family, Those in the Book of Remembrance, Those who pray for
us or ask _for prayers, Charlie and Dorothy Johnson, Dom and Peters Dads, John E.
Vanderbult, Sr, James N. Borcher, Thomas E. Powell, James Powell, Ginger Heider,
Father Matthew Gamber, ST, Butch and Sandy Corbin, Art and Ruth Neliner, Jim
James, Matthew James, Elmer Link, Ed and jJackie Roden, Helen Roden, Bob and
Sally Steiner, Fr. Bull Steines, SCMR, Margie Reinert, Alvin Reinert, James Case, Ted
Motz, Esther and George Meyer, Vicki Meyer; Jerry Kostmer, Ron Meyer, Tim Garry,
S, Sue Garry, Jim Krohme, Mom and Dad, Marge and FJack Donelan, The Webb
Family, John and Laura Jane Hinkel, Laverne Clayton Hughes, The Hackman Family,
The Roesel Family, The Byrnes Family, Donald and Mary Ann Guthier, Bob Guthier,
Robert and Juanita Schroder, Mary Chris Hiance, Jennifer Dir; Jim James, Matthew
James, Si: Barbara Davis, SC, Sarah & Anthony Robertson Family, DePaul Cristo Ray
High School, Elmer and Virgimia Bertram, Anna Weinel, Frank Weinel, Albert Bertram,
Doug FJordan, Jerry Bertram, Larry Bertram, Emma Lu Baker, Wayne Lambert, Angela
Hoenninger, Thomas A. Winstel, Mary Beth Moran, William J. Moran, M.D.,
Maithew Moran, Claire Seidenfaden, Robert Gotzman, Magdaline Gotsman, Mary
Lorfing, Ann Alelnoy;, Martha Reeling, The DeAngelis Family, Rita DeAngelis, Erin
Payne, Mike and Gloria Duncan, Dominick and Margaret Giuliany, Philip and Danielle
Duncan, Mildred Osterfeld, Lucille M. Vehi;, John A. Veln; DDS, Mel Weber, Eileen
Weber, Alma Kroner, Louis Kroner; John H. Vehy; Lucille Vely; Carol Conner Herzog,
Debbie Eckert, Scout Vehr, Captain Stephen Grace, USAE Robert Carl Sturm IV, Jesuit
Parish Famuly and Jesuit Works Cincinnati.

DECEMBER 2025 - AVERAGE MASS ATTENDANCE

Saturday 4 PM - 190 Sunday 7 AM - 149
Sunday 10:30 AM - 275

Sunday 9 AM - 187
Sunday 5PM - 241

Growing in Our Love for the Mass

Arecent Teaching Mass was celebrated at Bellarmine Chapel,
with similar Teaching Masses having also taken place at St.
X with IFr. Ackerman. While designed for children, growing
in our understanding of the Mass is for everyone: for parents,
it strengthens faith in the home—the domestic Church—and
for the faithful as a whole, it helps us pray more intentionally
and participate in the Eucharist. Those interested in learning
more may explore Living the Mass (hitps://a.co/d/044VpnD)
or What Happens at Mass (https://a.co/d/57dzCTV), and
parishioners interested in a reading group may contact IT.
Damian at damian(@stxchurch.org.

$t. Xavier Young Adults

Q a
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Young Adult Group

Visit wwuw.stxya.com to learn more about
upcoming events and how to join our
community. To get connected, contact Ir.
Damian at damian@stxchurch.org.

* Sunday, January 11 — Epiphany Party: Pizza, Games,
and White Elephant (after the 5 PM Mass; Parish Center)

Fire & Death at Baptism

Do you remember your Baptism? Probably not, since you were
most likely an infant. I don’t remember mine since I was two
months old, but when I baptize infants, children, and adults, I
think about my own Baptism and where it has led me in life —
notably to be writing this column.

Indeed, it has led me and fed me, especially in times of trouble
and turmoil, frustration and futility. Baptism has led me to
look at Jesus and embrace his promise of life after deaths. I say
deaths in a plural sense since we will die to ourselves repeatedly
through life. We will fail, fall down, be brought to our knees all
for the sake of our vision, for love, for integrity, for faith. Yet
Jesus is there with the promise of life. My Baptism has helped
me be durable, be courageous, be principled, be resilient. Today
we celebrate Jesus’ Baptism as an inspiration to us all.

When administering the Sacrament of Baptism, the rite calls
for this prayer, and it hits home every time I say it: “I baptize
you into the DEATH of Jesus and into the LIFE of Jesus.”
Pretty awesome words. A person is being reminded (as is his/
her family) that there will be difficult days ahead, mountains
to climb, valleys to negotiate, dark days along with the days of
exuberant joy. As a shield of armor, though, we receive the gift
of Baptism. It will give us the fiery courage to go forth amidst
adversity.

John the Baptist warned us that water is not the only thing
involved in Baptism. He warns us that Jesus will baptize us with
a fire to serve! Therefore, I made up my own “Fiery Mysteries
of the Rosary” to complement the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful,
and Glorious ones. Here 1s my list:

1. Jesus overturns tables and yells at vendors, hucksters, and
commercial leeches: “You brood of vipers!”

2. Jesus’ Judgement of the Nations: “Where were you when 1
was a stranger, a prisoner, sick?”

3. Jesus responds to Peter who tells him to take the easy way
out: “Get away from me Satan”

4. Jesus responds to Martha who is mad at her sister since she
is doing all the work: “Your sister chose the better half.”

5. Jesus responds to his mother and family knocking at the
door: “These (here inside) are my brothers and sisters...”

This boy is on Fire. Are we? So today my friends in the Lord:
Happy Baptism of the Lord! Now go set the world on fire.

I'r. James Ackerman, SJ
Associate Pastor
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SUNDAY READINGS — #1012

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day $25,248
Online Contributions 3,174
Total for December 24-25 $28,422

$9,626
12,649
$22,275

Sunday Collection for December 28
Online Contributions
Total for December 28

Support St. Xavier Church:

[x]
Celebrating Marriage & Milestones

In January, our parish will joyfully celebrate the Feast of the
Espousals of Mary and Joseph. On Sunday, January 25, at
the 10:30 AM Mass, Ir. Paul will offer a special homily and
blessing for all married and engaged couples, as well as those
living with the loss of a spouse. Throughout January, you are
invited to bring a wedding photo to be displayed on the side
altars as a tribute to lifelong love and commitment. Following
the Mass, join the Marriage Enrichment Team for donuts
and coffee in the Parish Center. If you celebrate a special
or milestone anniversary this coming year, we would love to

recognize it. Please contact Tina Ernst at ternst@stxchurch.org
or 513.721.4045 ext. 1004.

Collection Envelopes

Parish collection envelopes are stll available in the back of
church, ready for pickup. If you have an address change,
want to begin receiving envelopes, or no longer want to
receive envelopes, please call the parish office.

Jesuit Parish Family Winter Retreat

Join our Parish Family for our annual retreat Friday,
February 6, 6 - 8 PM including dinner and reflection; and
Saturday, February 7, 8:30 AM - 3 PM, concluding with
Mass. Our theme “To Bear Hope and Healing” is rooted in
our Parish Family Vision Statement. The location =
for both days will be on Xavier University’s campus. }
Please scan the QR code to register. :

Congratulations to...

* lan and Olivia (Dulle) Barton, who were married on
December 31.

* Sean and Julia (Feldman) Schnautz, who were married
on January 3.

A . o
?:?Soaal Mission

Film Screening and Prayer Service

Join us for our spring Embracing God’s Creation series
focused on the ecological spirituality of Laudato St’. The
series begins Wednesday, January 28, 7 PM at Kennedy
Auditorium on Xavier University’s campus with a screening
of the documentary film A Force for Nature: Lucy Braun and
Q&A with director Meg Hanrahan. Lucy Braun, a plant
ecologist, was one of the first women to receive her PhD
from UC and one of the founders of what would become the
Nature Conservancy.

The series continues on Thursday, February 12, 7 PM
at Bellarmine Chapel with Loving Creation: A Prayer Service
of Longing, Lament, and Reconnection co-sponsored by the
Brueggeman Center for Dialogue. This will be an ecumenical
prayer service inviting deeper reflection on our
relationship with creation, with music in the spirit
of Taize. All are welcome! Scan the QR code to
RSVP for either event.

Faith and Labor Series

The archdiocese’s Social Action Office is hosting a 4-part
online series entitled Faith and Labor: A Catholic Vision for
Economic Justice. The first session on The Moral Foundation
of Catholic Social Teaching will be Wednesday, January
14, 6:30 PM on Zoom. To view the virtual presentation at
that time, go to: tinyurl.com/faithandlabor:

Gift Bearers

If you or your family would like to take up the gifts during
Mass, please see one of the ushers in the back of church
before the Mass begins and they will be happy to let you take
them up. Thank you!

Beware of Phishing

Parishioners sometimes receive fraudulent emails and texts
claiming to be Fr. Paul or other staff members, often asking
for vague favors or assistance. If you receive a suspicious
message, do not respond or click any links. When in doubt,
call or email the parish office to confirm authenticity. You do
not need to personally contact Ir. Paul. Thank you!
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St. XAVIER PRAYER MINISTRY

Please offer prayers for the infirmed of our parish:

PRESIDERS FOR THIS WEEKEND - JANUARY 11

4:00 PM Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, SJ Susan Anderson, Adelie Eaton, Jeff Krohmer, Wendy Welsh, Mary Burwinkle,
. Norma Litherland, James Hogan, Tim, Frank & Sandy Fieler, Ella Grace Hiltz,

7:00 AM Fr. Bill Verbryke, SJ Donna Engelhart, Sharon Dearwester; Marguerite Kron, Marilyn Freudenberg,
) Kathy Magner, Roxanne Motl, Peter Keiser, Patrick Auger, Iland, Conhna Davies,
9:00 AM Fr. Nathan Wendt’ SJ Stephanie Hackman, Steve Wolter, Bob Howard, Mike Green, Noah Ohlhaut, Pat
10:30 AM Fr. Patrick Fairbanks’ SJ Murray, Cathleen Acree, Mary Preston, Deacon Tim Crooker, David Tolle, JoAnn
Komanecky, Tom Wolfram, Phyllis Link, Lawrence Wesley Colbert, Kellie Peters,

5:00 PM Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ Eleanor Lawler, Jim Shechan, Shannon Boyle, Steve Smith, Lisa Durr, Harry

Schneider, Blair Niernberger, Brittany Tackett, Hunter, Mark, Jenny Seithel, Kevin
Noble, Raymond Hopkins, Harper Meyer, and Carla Molina.
PRESIDERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND - JANUARY 18

4:00 PM Fr. James Ackerman, SJ UprcoMING EVENTS
7.00 AM Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ Jan. 11 Socfal Mi§sion. Book Discussi(.)n Group
9:00 AM Fr. Paul Lickteie. S Jan. 16 Men’s Spirituality Group - Parish Center
. r. Paul Lickteig, SJ Jan. 19 MLK Day — Parish office closed
10:30 AM Fr. James Ackerman, SJ Jan. 25 Marriage Milestone Celebration - Parish Center

5:00 PM Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ Tender Mercies Collection (drop off by 11 AM)

Contact the parish office to learn more.

(513) 305-0289 (859) 635-1854
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Jesuit Parish Family: Being transformed in the Body of Christ, to bear hope and healing, in the Ignatian tradition.



