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Discerning Stars

Sam Aberle
Parish Family Director of  Communications

We hear this story from the Gospel of  Matthew every year 
on the Feast of  the Epiphany. Many know the magi as the 
“Three Kings,” but the Gospel does not say there were three 
of  them, nor does it say they were even kings. What we do 
know is that they came from distant lands by way of  a star to 
Bethlehem, to do homage to the newborn king.

The star spurs the magi into action. They may not have 
known exactly where they were going or why, but they 
went anyway. The magi must have been alert and willing 
to trust this sign. The path wasn’t clear, but it was laid out 
by God. That doesn’t imply that it was easy—usually quite 
the opposite. The Bible contains one story after another 
of  a mysterious call, overwhelming hardship, and eventual 
triumph in the Lord.

Upon arrival, the magi presented gifts of  gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. We represent this act at every Mass by bringing 
up gifts to the altar during the preparation of  the table. 
Like the magi, we complete this task voluntarily and with 
due reverence. And we, too, are on a journey—a journey 
towards our better selves. If  we allow it, the star helps us see 
ourselves more honestly. God knows us intimately, whether 
we do good or falter.

On your journey as a believer, where are you being led? 
Consider what stars you’re following as we enter the new 
calendar year. There is surely more than one star in the sky 
drawing your attention. Are you following the right one, the 
one that leads you closest to God? We can’t always tell where 
God is calling us to be, but there are often signs that we’re 
on the right path—even if  not as explicit as a star in the sky.

Discerning God’s path is often called “Discernment of  
Spirits,” a practice heavily shaped by St. Ignatius of  Loyola. 
It is less about looking for omens and more about recognizing 
the movement of  the Holy Spirit in your soul. It’s common to 
worry that we have “missed” God’s plan. Catholic theology 
reassures us of  Divine Providence: God is the master of  
writing straight with crooked lines. If  we are seeking Him 
with a sincere heart and staying close to the Sacraments, He 
will not let us go astray.

Daily Mass Intentions
You will notice in the bulletins, you can see the names of  those 
souls for whom each daily mass is offered. We also list the 
names of  those who are sick in the parish. We encourage you 
to keep these names in your own personal prayer intentions. 
Call the parish office to add a name.

Parents & Caregivers Input Welcomed
We want to make our parish a place where families with little 
ones feel welcomed, supported, and at home. Parents and 
caregivers, please plan to join us on Sunday, January 4, in 
the Parish Center after the 10:30 AM Mass, for a listening 
and discussion session to share your experiences, hopes, and 
ideas for a family-friendly parish community.

Christmas Flowers
A sincere thank you to all who donated flowers in memory of  
someone special. Here are those for whom we continue to pray: 
Norbert H. Woebkenberg, Lucille M. Woebkenberg, Stewart A. Himes, 
Joe and Camill Beiting, The Osuagwu family, The Anyigbo family, Those 
in the Book of  Remembrance, Those who pray for us or ask for prayers, 
Charlie and Dorothy Johnson, Dom and Peters Dads, John E. Vanderbilt, 
Sr., James N. Borcher, Thomas E. Powell, James Powell, Ginger Heider, 
Father Matthew Gamber, SJ, Butch and Sandy Corbin, Art and Ruth 
Neltner, Jim James, Matthew James, Elmer Link, Ed and Jackie Roden, 
Helen Roden, Bob and Sally Steiner, Fr. Bill Steiner,SCMR, Margie 
Reinert, Alvin Reinert, James Case, Ted Motz, Esther and George Meyer, 
Vicki Meyer, Jerry Kostmer, Ron Meyer, Tim Garry, Sr., Sue Garry, Jim 
Krohmer, Mom and Dad, Marge and Jack Donelan, The Webb Family, 
John and Laura Jane Hinkel, Laverne Clayton Hughes, The Hackman 
Family, The Roesel Family, The Byrnes Family, Donald and Mary Ann 
Guthier, Bob Guthier, Robert and Juanita Schroder, Mary Chris Hiance, 
Jennifer Dirr, Jim James, Matthew James, Sr. Barbara Davis, SC, Sarah 
& Anthony Robertson Family, DePaul Cristo Ray High School, Elmer 
and Virginia Bertram, Anna Weinel, Frank Weinel, Albert Bertram, Doug 
Jordan, Jerry Bertram, Larry Bertram, Emma Lu Baker, Wayne Lambert, 
Angela Hoenninger, Thomas A. Winstel, Mary Beth Moran, William J. 
Moran, M.D., Matthew Moran, Claire Seidenfaden, Robert Gotzman, 
Magdaline Gotsman, Mary Lorfing, Ann Alelnor, Martha Keeling, The 
DeAngelis Family, Rita DeAngelis, Erin Payne, Mike and Gloria Duncan, 
Dominick and Margaret Giuliani, Philip and Danielle Duncan, Mildred 
Osterfeld, Lucille M. Vehr, John A. Vehr, DDS, Mel Weber, Eileen Weber, 
Alma Kroner, Louis Kroner, John H. Vehr, Lucille Vehr, Carol Conner 
Herzog, Debbie Eckert, Scout Vehr, Captain Stephen Grace, USAF, Robert 
Carl Sturm IV,  Jesuit Parish Family and Jesuit Works Cincinnati.
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Sunday Collection for December 21       $10,812
	 Online Contributions	         7,283
Total for December 21        	                  $18,095

Congratulations to...
•	 Madeline Kay Baumgartner, daughter of  Gabriel and 

Amy, who was baptized on December 28.
•	 Cynthia Marie Kroeger, daughter of  Colin and Abigail, 

who was baptized on December 28.

With Deepest Sympathy...
Please remember Terrence Tranter, who was recently buried 
from here. Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. And let 
perpetual light shine upon him.

Sunday Readings – #1011

Support St. Xavier Church:

Put Your Faith Into Action
As we begin this new year, consider ways you can put your 
faith into action and get more involved in the life of  our 
parish. To learn about our social mission efforts, including 
service ministries, parish giving opportunities, and other 
other programs centered on Catholic Social Teaching, 
contact Sr. Whitney at wschieltz@stxchurch.org.

CONNECT WITH ST. X!
Sign up to receive St. Xavier Church’s weekly email newsletter 

by completing the form on the homepage of  the website.

@stxchurch

Celebrating Marriage & Milestones
In January, our parish will joyfully celebrate the Feast of  the 
Espousals of  Mary and Joseph. On Sunday, January 25, at 
the 10:30 AM Mass, Fr. Paul will offer a special homily and 
blessing for all married and engaged couples, as well as those 
living with the loss of  a spouse. Throughout January, you are 
invited to bring a wedding photo to be displayed on the side 
altars as a tribute to lifelong love and commitment.

Following the Mass on January 25, please join the Marriage 
Enrichment Team for Parlor Donuts and coffee in the Parish 
Center. If  you celebrate a special or milestone anniversary 
this coming year, we would love to recognize it. Please contact 
Tina Ernst at ternst@stxchurch.org or 513.721.4045 ext. 1004. 
Let us come together as a parish family to celebrate and pray 
for God’s continued blessings on all marriages!

Jesuit Parish Family Winter Retreat
Join our Parish Family for our annual retreat Friday, 
February 6, 6 - 8 PM including dinner and reflection; and 
Saturday, February 7, 8:30 AM - 3 PM, concluding with 
Mass. Our theme “To Bear Hope and Healing” is rooted in 
our Parish Family Vision Statement. The location
for both days will be on Xavier University’s campus. 
Please scan the QR code to register.

Faith and Labor Series
The archdiocese’s Social Action Office is hosting a 4-part 
online series entitled Faith and Labor: A Catholic Vision for 
Economic Justice. The first session on The Moral Foundation 
of  Catholic Social Teaching will be Wednesday, January 
14, 6:30 PM on Zoom. To view the virtual presentation at 
that time, go to: tinyurl.com/faithandlabor.

Poverty Awareness Month
Throughout January, we join the U.S. bishops and the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) in 
taking up Pope Leo’s call to love the poor. Poverty USA is an 
initiative of  the CCHD that was created as an educational 
resource to address the root causes of  poverty in America. 
Visit PovertyUSA.org to discover more about poverty in our 
communities and how we can work together to upend the 
cycle of  poverty.

Spring Active Discipleship Day
Mark your calendars for our next Active Discipleship Day on 
Saturday, March 28. We will again be joining the students 
at Xavier University for this family-friendly day of  service, 
prayer, and reflection. Join us!
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Presiders for This Weekend - January 4
4:00 PM Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ
7:00 AM Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ
9:00 AM Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ
10:30 AM Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ

5:00 PM Fr. James Ackerman, SJ

4:00 PM Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, SJ
7:00 AM Fr. Bill Verbryke, SJ
9:00 AM Fr. Nathan Wendt, SJ
10:30 AM Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, SJ
5:00 PM Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ

Presiders for Next Weekend - January 11

St. Xavier Prayer Ministry
Please offer prayers for the infirmed of  our parish:

Susan Anderson, Adelie Eaton, Jeff Krohmer, Wendy Welsh, Mary Burwinkle, 
Norma Litherland, James Hogan, Tim, Frank & Sandy Fieler, Ella Grace Hiltz, 
Donna Engelhart, Sharon Dearwester, Marguerite Kron, Marilyn Freudenberg, 
Kathy Magner, Roxanne Motl, Peter Keiser, Patrick Auger, Iland, Conhna Davies, 
Stephanie Hackman, Steve Wolter, Bob Howard, Mike Green, Noah Ohlhaut, Pat 
Murray, Cathleen Acree, Mary Preston, Deacon Tim Crooker, David Tolle, JoAnn 
Komanecky, Tom Wolfram, Phyllis Link, Lawrence Wesley Colbert, Kellie Peters, 
Eleanor Lawler, Andy McMorrow, Jim Sheehan, Shannon Boyle, Steve Smith, Lisa 
Durr, Harry Schneider, Blair Niernberger, Brittany Tackett, Hunter, Mark, Jenny 
Seithel, Kevin Noble, Raymond Hopkins, and Harper Meyer.

Jesuit Parish Family: Being transformed in the Body of  Christ, to bear hope and healing, in the Ignatian tradition.
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2 SPACES
1.5 x 2 inches

$874/year

1
2
3
4

$474
$874
$1304
$1665

# of  Spaces Annual Price

Jan. 4

Jan. 11
Jan. 16
Jan. 19

Parent Listening Session - Parish Center
Teaching Mass - Bellarmine Chapel

Social Mission Book Discussion Group
Men’s Spirituality Group - Parish Center

MLK Day – Parish office closed

Upcoming Events

Contact the parish office to learn more.


