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Inward Reflection. Outward Action.

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

December 28, 2025

Mass INTENTIONS
December 29 - January 3

MON  6:00 +

Johanna Sievers (Annv.)

29 +  Don & Mary Jo Kiely (Wedd.
Annv.)
11:30  +  Stephen Kirtley (Burth.)
SI  Fr. Ryen Dwyer, SJ (Burth.)
TUE  6:00 +  John Farris
30 SI Noah Ohlhaut
11:30  SI  Whitaker, Franks, &
Shakelford Families
WED  6:00 +  Mr & Mrs. Mar Web
31 +  Dominique Dermerly
11:30  +  Edward O’Brien
+  Peggy Felkens

5 PM Mass (Vigil Mass)

THU  Mary, the Holy Mother of God
1 (One Mass at 9 AM & office closed)

FRI 6:00 +  Mary Helen Dyer
2 +  Erwin F Erhardt
11:30  +  Sanora Glaydura
+  Tom and Dan Lickteig (Annv.)

SAT 7:00  SI  John Hourigan (Birth.)
John Kohrman Family

Music

Opening:
Angels We Have Heard on High
#430

Gloria: Mass of Redemption
Revised Order of Mass, p. 17

Responsorial Psalm 128:
Blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways. #1007

Preparation:
Away in a Manger #4438

Mass Parts:
Revised Order of Mass, pp. 18-20

Communion:
Of the Father’s Love Begotten #427

Closing:
Joy to the World #437

WELCOME TO ST. XAVIER

Registered historic site founded in 1819

Apostolate of the Jesuit Fathers since 1845

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

Pastor: Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ
Associate Pastor: Ir. James Ackerman, SJ
Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, S]

PARISH STAFF

Sam Aberle
Chris Crabb
Lisa Durr
Mary Beth Fennell
Trevor Kroeger
Diane Roden
Tim Severyn

Bennie Barnard
Decn. Tim Crooker
Tina Ernst
Kathy Heile
Ashley Neugebauer
Sr. Whitney Schieltz, SC
Susanne Wright

www.stxchurch.org

Art: The Madonna of the Magnificat
Painted by Sandro Botticelli (c. 1483)
O1l on panel

© Galleria deglt Uffizi, Florence

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday
4 PM

Sunday
7AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM, 5 PM

Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday
6 AM, 11:30 AM

Saturday
7 AM

Confessions
Monday - Iriday: 12 - 1 PM
Tuesday: 5:30 - 6:30 PM

Saturday
11 AM to Noon

611 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 ~ 513.721.4045 ~ office@stxchurch.org
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Celebrating Marriage & Milestones

In January, our parish will joyfully celebrate the IFeast of the
Espousals of Mary and Joseph. On Sunday, January 25,
at the 10:30 AM Mass, Fr. Paul will offer a special homily
and blessing for all married and engaged couples, as well as
those living with the loss of a spouse. Throughout the month
of January, you are invited to bring a wedding photo to be
displayed on the side altars as a tribute to lifelong love and
commitment.

Following the Mass on January 25, please join the Marriage
Enrichment Team for Parlor Donuts and coffee in the Parish
Center. If you celebrate a special or milestone anniversary
this coming year, we would love to recognize it. Please contact
Tina Ernst at ternst@stxchurch.org or 513.721.4045 ext. 1004.
Let us come together as a parish family to celebrate and pray
for God’s continued blessings on all marriages!

Parents & Caregivers Input Welcomed

Raising young children in the faith is a joyful (and sometimes
challenging!) journey. We want to make our parish a place
where families with little ones feel welcomed, supported,
and at home. This Advent, as we prepare our hearts for
Christ’s coming, we want to reflect on how our parish can
better welcome families with young children. Parents and
caregivers, please plan to join us on Sunday, January 4, in
the Parish Center after the 10:30 AM Mass, for a listening
and discussion session to share your experiences, hopes, and
ideas for a family-friendly parish community. Snacks and
beverages provided. Your little ones are truly welcome!

If you would like to donate poinsettia flowers for someone
special, or as a memorial for a loved one, please use the
envelopes at the back of church. Or, you can clip this notice
and return it with your payment in the collection basket or
mail it to the parish office. Suggested donation: $10. Thank
you!

L.

Gratitude for Our Holy Family

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, recognizing
how Mary, Joseph, and Jesus grew together as a family bound
by love—a paradigm for us all. “And over all these put on love, that
is, the bond of perfection” (Col 3:14). This week, let us reflect on
our own families and the ways our God who 1s Love holds us
together across time and space.

For some, such a reflection can be difficult. Many families
have known pain and lacked a sense of safety. These realities
are tenderly held by the Holy Family, who themselves knew
uncertainty, fear, and displacement. As I reflect on the Holy
Family and my own story, I see with new eyes how my parents
loved me and my two siblings as best they could. As a child,
and well into adulthood, I failed to fully appreciate their
efforts, to honor them with my own love as Sirach names in
today’s first reading. Instead, I imagined myself set apart, a
recipient rather than a provider of love.

I was so blind to this web of holy relationships that when
I was seventeen, giving a high school graduation speech, I
failed to say thank you — to my parents or to anyone else
who’d helped me reach that point. I know now what I didn’t
know then - gratitude opens the door to love. Though I'm
decades late, I want to say it plainly now:

Thank you, Mom and Dad, for all your love and support!

Thank you for extending your hearts toward mine and
nurturing my growth. In today’s Gospel, Mary and Joseph
flee to Egypt to protect their infant son. You didn’t have to
flee into exile, but you protected me in so many ordinary
ways: encouraging me when I was sad, supporting me when
I was angry, loving me even when I was more focused on
myself than on our family. You did all you could to raise me
right. Thank you!

Now, in the midst of my own parenting journey, I hope my
wife and I can imitate my parents’ and the Holy Family’s
examples of love, showing that same mutual care and
compassion, so that God may continue to be expressed in
the weave of our family too. As each of us enters the New
Year, let us pray in gratitude—for family in all its forms, and
for the ways God’s love grows within them and through us.

Tim Severyn
Parish Family Director of Sustainability and
Social Mission
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SuNDAY READINGS — #1007

Sunday Collection for December 14

$4,758
5,073
$9,831

Online Contributions
Total for December 14

Support St. Xavier Church: {3
=
Family-Friendly Teaching Mass

All are invited to attend a Teaching Mass on Sunday,
January 4, at 1 PM at Bellarmine Chapel. During the
celebration, Fr. Damian will pause at key moments to
explain the meaning behind the prayers, gestures, vestments,
and symbols of the Mass, including the significance of the
liturgical colors and altar appointments. This celebration is
relevant for young families and for all parishioners who wish
to deepen their understanding of the Sacred Liturgy.

Congratulations to...

*  Kieran and Anna (Deems) Phelan, who were married on
December 20.

*  George Perry Marth, son of John and Ashley, who was
baptized on December 20.

*  Peneclope Jean Schirmer, daughter of James and Megan,
who was baptized on December 21.

*  Olive Quinn Baden-Davis, daughter of Oliver and
Nicole, who was baptized on December 21.

Beware of Phishing

Parishioners sometimes receive fraudulent emails claiming
to be Ir. Paul or other staff members, often asking for vague
favors or assistance. If you receive a suspicious message, do
not respond or click any links. When in doubt, call or email
the parish office to confirm authenticity. Thank you for
helping keep our community safe!

Jesuit Parish Family Winter Retreat

Join our Parish Family for our annual retreat Friday,
February 6, 6 - 8 PM including dinner and reflection; and
Saturday, February 7, 8:30 AM - 3 PM, concluding with
Mass. Our theme “To Bear Hope and Healing” is rooted in
our Parish Family Vision Statement. The location — msmipwm
for both days will be on Xavier University’s campus.
Scan the QR code to register.

Put Your Faith Into Action

Asyou think about your New Year’s resolutions, consider ways
you can put your faith into action and get more involved in the
life of our parish. To learn about our social mission efforts,
including service ministries, parish giving opportunities, and

other other programs centered on Catholic Social Teaching,
contact Sr. Whitney at wschieltz@stxchurch.org.

Hearing the Cry of the Poor

Next month is Poverty Awareness Month, a time to
contemplate Christ’s love for the poor and reflect on how
we can work together to upend the cycle of poverty in our
communities. If you have not yet read Pope Leo’s recent
apostolic exhortation on love for the poor, Dilex: te (I have loved
you), now is the perfect time as we enter the new year. To
access the document, you can visit the Vatican’s website or
scan the QR code. And to learn more about the ;
Catholic Church’s response to poverty in the
United States, visit PovertyUSA. o1g.

Thank You for the Generosity!

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to our
Thanksgiving and Christmas collections. Altogether we
collected over 2,000 non-perishable food items for St. Vincent
de Paul pantries, 600 gifts for eight different organizations on
our Giving Tree, and 100 dozen cookies for Transforming
Jail Ministries! Your generosity has helped spread holiday
cheer to so many of our brothers and sisters in the Greater
Cincinnati area.

Accessibility at St. Xavier Church

Handicap seating is available in the front of the side pews and
in the back of the church. Please ask an usher for assistance.

CONNECT WITH ST. X!

Sign up to receive St. Xavier Church’s weekly email newsletter
by completing the form on the homepage of the website.

X ﬁ @stxchurch

611 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202 ~ 513.721.4045 ~ office@stxchurch.org
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PRESIDERS FOR THIS WEEKEND - DECEMBER 28

4:00 PM
7:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
5:00 PM

Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ
Fr. Paul Lickteig, S]
Fr. Paul Lickteig, S]

Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ

Fr. James Ackerman, SJ

PRESIDERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND - JANUARY 4

4:00 PM
7:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
5:00 PM

Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ
Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ
Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ
Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ

Fr. James Ackerman, SJ

St. XAVIER PRAYER MINISTRY

Please offer prayers for the infirmed of our parish:

Susan Anderson, Adelie Eaton, Jeff Krohmer, Wendy Welsh, Mary Burwinkle,
Norma Litherland, James Hogan, Tim, Frank & Sandy Fieler, Ella Grace Hiltz,
Donna Engelhart, Sharon Dearwester, Marguerite Kron, Marilyn Freudenberg,
Kathy Magner, Roxanne Motl, Peter Keiser, Patrick Auger, Iland, Conhna Davies,
Stephanie Hackman, Steve Wolter, Bob Howard, Mike Green, Noah Ohlhaut, Pat
Murray, Cathleen Acree, Mary Preston, Deacon Tim Crooker, David Tolle, JoAnn
Komanecky, Tom Wolfram, Phyllis Link, Lawrence Wesley Colbert, Kellie Peters,
Eleanor Lawler; Andy McMorrow, Jim Sheehan, Shannon Boyle, Steve Smith, Lisa
Durr, Harry Schneider, Blair Niernberger, Brittany Tackett, Hunter, Mark, Jenny
Seithel, Kevin Noble, Raymond Hopkins, and Harper Meyer.

UprcoMING EVENTS

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 Parish office closed

Jan. 2 Men’s Spirituality Group - Parish Center

Jan. 4 Parent Listening Session - Parish Center
Teaching Mass - Bellarmine Chapel

Jan. 11 Social Mission Book Discussion Group

Contact the parish office to learn more.

Bewy, Best
Ciling

LONGARM QUILTING SERVICES
NORWOOD, OHIO

EDGE TO EDGE STARTS AT $0.02

(513) 305-0289

© info@acrn ky.com
www.acrnky.com

Financing available

(859) 635-1854
Services Provided:
Foundation/Concrete Repair
Egress Windows
Pool Decks
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels
Basement Finishing
Decks, Patios, Outdoor Spaces

. ADVANCED CONTRACTING
TURNAROUND IN 4 TO 6 WEEKS "A.!!g.."R-‘g'mM’.u“.Dn‘Ek!ug
Contact Christine Maegly &
R o RoanneMotl
o (513)608-1199 St. Xavier Parishioner 2 SPACES
ramrealestategrou .
T I 1.5 x 2 inches
Taft/ iy 7 ALLRED $874/
The Modern Law Firm. GROUP year
Helping your business navigate ?
federal, state, and local tax issues, Joe Stewart-Pirone Larry Pauly’ REALTOR®
contracts, and entity governance. Attorney - St. Xavier Parishioner
Taftlaw.com (55‘1e :‘;V)asns-llrg%rﬁ S 51 3'51 9’4390
larry.pauly@cbws.com
5178 CROOKSHANK RD.,CINCINNATI, OH 45238 j COLDWELL BANKER
- L TheAllredGroup.com
BARRY KIRBY 513-922-0203 K&l " ren More Advertising
> .
GEO. H. ROHDE(.-SON <o StateFarm Space Available!

Fneral Home: oo

STEVE ROHDE, DARRELL SCHNEIDER & BELINDA HARPER

— E
/75 ((//w/ar ‘0/ /P/m/y service to Guasterse Ghncamats & .(5£yﬂ//(/
3183 Linwood Avenue « Mt. Lookout Square
321-04.04
ROHDEFUNERAL.COM

Marian Sizemore, Agent Contact Lisa Durr

880 Alexandria Pike Ste 204 ldurr@stxchurch.org
Fort Thomas, KY 41075-2100
Bus: 859-441-2624
Www.mariansizemore.com

# of Spaces Annual Price

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm, Bloomington, IL | $4 74
2 $874
3 $1304
4 $1665

Jesuit Parish Family: Being transformed in the Body of Christ, to bear hope and healing, in the Ignatian tradition.



