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Fourth Sunday of Advent

SAINT XAVIER
CHURCH

Inward Reflection. Outward Action.

December 21, 2025

MON
22

TUE
23

WED
24

THU
25

FRI
26

SAT
27

MAss INTENTIONS

December 22 - 27

6:00 +  Jackie Goetz (Burth.)
+  Paul Ohe (4nnv.)
11:30  +  Linda Klare (Birth.)
+  Hermann Sievers (Annv.)
6:00 +  Mary Jo Kiely (Birth.)
SI  Drew
11:30  +  Jack Lawler (Birth.)

+  Kevin England
+  Chris McCarthy

Christmas Eve
Masses: 4 PM, 5:30 PM, 12 AM
Parish office closed

Christmas Day
Masses: 7 AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM
Parish office closed

No 6 AM Mass & Parish office closed

11:30  +  Annie Quehl (Birth.)
+  Donald Greis (Birth.)

Carolyn Voss (Birth.)
+  Miriam Spears (3rd Annv.)

Music

Opening:
Praise We the Lord This Day #875

Kyrie: #169

Responsorial Psalm 24:
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.
#1000

Preparation:
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming #4351

Mass Parts:
#198, 200, 202, 204

Communion Antiphon:
The Virgin shall concerve and bring forth a
child and call him Emmanuel.

Closing:
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #395

WELCOME TO ST. XAVIER

Registered historic site founded in 1819
Apostolate of the Jesuit Fathers since 1845
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

Pastor: Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ
Associate Pastor: Ir. James Ackerman, SJ
Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, S]

PARISH STAFF
Sam Aberle
Chris Crabb
Lisa Durr
Mary Beth Fennell
Trevor Kroeger
Diane Roden Sr.
Tim Severyn

Bennie Barnard
Decn. Tim Crooker
Tina Ernst
Kathy Heile
Ashley :

.
Susanne Wright

www.stxchurch.org

Art: The Dream of Saint Joseph

by Philippe de Champaigne (c. 1642)
Oul on canvas

© Getty Museum, Los Angeles

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday
4 PM

Sunday
7AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM, 5 PM

Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday
6 AM, 11:30 AM

Saturday
7 AM

Confessions
Monday - Iriday: 12 - 1 PM
Tuesday: 5:30 - 6:30 PM

Saturday
11 AM to Noon
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Christmas at St. Xavier Church

Mass Times
Christmas Eve — 4 PM*, 5:30 PM, 12 AM
Christmas Day — 7 AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM *
*Livestream

CHrisTMAS EVE PRESIDERS

Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ

Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, SJ
Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ

4:00 PM
5:30 PM
12:00 AM

CHRISTMAS DAY PRESIDERS
7:00 AM Fr. Bill Verbryke, SJ
9:00 AM Fr. James Ackerman, SJ

10:30 AM Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ

Parents & Caregivers Input Welcomed

Raising young children in the faith is a joyful (and sometimes
challenging!) journey. We want to make our parish a place
where families with little ones feel welcomed, supported,
and at home. This Advent, as we prepare our hearts for
Christ’s coming, we want to reflect on how our parish can
better welcome families with young children. Parents and
caregivers, please plan to join us on Sunday, January 4, in
the Parish Center after the 10:30 AM Mass, for a listening
and discussion session to share your experiences, hopes, and
ideas for a family-friendly parish community. Snacks and
beverages provided. Your little ones are truly welcome!

If you would like to donate poinsettia flowers for someone
special, or as a memorial for a loved one, please use the
envelopes at the back of church. Or, you can clip this notice
and return it with your payment in the collection basket or
mail it to the parish office. Suggested donation: $10. Thank
you!

L.

Twas the Days Before
Christmas

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.” Those
are the opening words to the Gospel for the Fourth Sunday
in Advent this year. It is the continuation of the account
of the annunciation to Mary. This time, we are focused on
Joseph. It is a familiar story but one in which we need to be
reminded. The mission of Jesus is revealed to the world at
his nativity—what the Church has come to term, Christmas.
Christmas literally means, Christ’s mission, i.e. the mission
of the Anointed One of God. But prior to the blessed event
of Christ’s birth came a series of events that involve his
human parents: the aforementioned annunciation by the
angel Gabriel to Mary, Jospeh’s directive by the angel in a
dream, and the evangelist’s reminder that all this took place
to fulfill the prophecy.

These final days of Advent can get overshadowed by
Christmas. Yet the Church reminds us that we are still
preparing. Our hearts are anxious for the celebration—
as indeed they should be—but they are also anticipating
Christ’s return. We are as anxious as Mary and Joseph,
unsure of what is unfolding, concerned about what people
around us think, busying ourselves with preparations we
can understand yet wondering if there is something more
important that we should be doing.

In a few days, ready or not, we celebrate the coming of
our salvation. For many reasons, some people have already
had their gatherings to celebrate. For others, it may come
during the Christmas season. Family and friends and the
whole Church community are important elements in our
celebration of the loving grace God bestowed on the world
through the incarnation. But equally important is the fact
that both Mary and Joseph received the news of Jesus by an
angel alone. Each prepared her or his own heart for so great
a mystery. May these last few days of Advent allow us time
to welcome Our Lord in the most personal way:

Dcn. Tim Crooker

’ Fastoral Associate for Liturgy

Congratulations to...
*  Woodrow "Chip" and Mary (Anderson) Barkett, who

were married on December 13.
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SuNDAY READINGS — #1000

Sunday Collection for December 7

$9,043
Online Contributions 7,823
Total for December 7 $16,366

Support St. Xavier Church: {3
=]
Family-Friendly Teaching Mass

All are invited to attend a Teaching Mass on Sunday,
January 4, at | PM at Bellarmine Chapel. During the
celebration, Fr. Damian will pause at key moments to
explain the meaning behind the prayers, gestures, vestments,
and symbols of the Mass, including the significance of the
liturgical colors and altar appointments. This celebration is
relevant for young families and for all parishioners who wish
to deepen their understanding of the Sacred Liturgy.

Become a Welcomer this Advent

Our parish is growing and Advent is a season of joy and new
beginnings! Let’s extend that joy by providing a welcome to
our new parishioners. We want every new member to feel the
warmth of Christ’s love through our community. There are
spots open on our St. Xavier Church Welcome Team. Please
consider joining if you would like to help greet, guide, and
connect new parishioners. Please contact Susanne Wright at
swright@stxchurch.org or 513.721.4045 x 1010.

Continue Your Advent Journey

If you’d like to revisit the themes from our parish family
Advent retreat led by Ir. Damian—or if you couldn’t attend
but want to pray along—we’ve created a simple online guide.
It includes brief descriptions of each talk and links to the
audio reflections. Let these resources accompany you as we
prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Find the guide
here: tinyurl.com/ JPE2025AdventRetreat.

Jesuit Parish Family Winter Retreat

Join our Parish Family for our annual retreat Friday,
February 6, 6 - 8 PM including dinner and reflection; and
Saturday, February 7, 8:30 AM - 3 PM, concluding with
Mass. Our theme “To Bear Hope and Healing” is rooted in
our Parish Family Vision Statement. The location
for both days will be on Xavier University’s campus. ¥
Scan the QR code to register.

(=514
B

A ‘Social Mission

2%

Holiday Collections Gratitude

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to our
Thanksgiving and Christmas collections. Altogether we
collected over 2,000 non-perishable food items for St. Vincent
de Paul pantries, 600 gifts for eight different organizations on
our Giving Tree, and 100 dozen cookies for Transforming
Jail Ministries! Your generosity has helped spread holiday
cheer to so many of our brothers and sisters in the Greater
Cincinnati area.

Put Your Faith Into Action

As you think about New Year’s resolutions, consider ways you
can put your faith into action and get more involved in the
life of our parish. To learn about our social mission efforts,
including service ministries, parish giving opportunities,
and other programs centered on Gatholic Social Teaching,
contact Srt. Whitney at wschieltz@stxchurch. org.

Social Mission Book Discussion gzym

Inspired by our parish family pilgrimage to the &
Kino Border Initiative earlier this year, a Social B
Mission book discussion group will be meeting in January
to read Vouces of the Border: Testimonios of Magration, Deportation,
and Asplum. Anyone interested is welcome to join a virtual
meeting on January 11 at 4:30 PM and in-person meetings
on January 13, 20, and 27 (time TBD). Please RSVP via the
OR code, and contact Sara Damewood at saradeborah 6@,
gmail.com with any questions.

If you can donate a food dish for
Tender Mercies this month, please

Ar
te nde r call the office or drop it off by 11 AM

merctes onSunday, December 28.

CONNECT WITH ST. X!

Sign up to receive St. Xavier Church’s weekly email newsletter
by completing the form on the homepage of the website.

X ﬁ @stxchurch
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PRESIDERS FOR T'HIS WEEKEND - DECEMBER 21

4:00 PM
7:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
5:00 PM

Fr. James Ackerman, SJ
Fr. Aaron Malnick, SJ
Fr. Aaron Malnick, SJ

Fr. James Ackerman, SJ

Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, S]

PRESIDERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND - DECEMBER 28

4:00 PM
7:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
5:00 PM

Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ
Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ
Fr. Paul Lickteig, SJ
Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ

Fr. James Ackerman, SJ

St. XAVIER PRAYER MINISTRY

Please offer prayers for the infirmed of our parish:

Susan Anderson, Adelie Eaton, Jeff Krohmer, Wendy Welsh, Mary Burwinkle,
Norma Litherland, James Hogan, Tim, Frank & Sandy Fieler, Ella Grace Hiltz,
Donna Engelhart, Sharon Dearwester, Marguerite Kron, Marilyn Freudenberg,
Kathy Magner, Roxanne Motl, Peter Keiser, Patrick Auger, Iland, Conhna Davies,
Stephanie Hackman, Steve Wolter, Bob Howard, Mike Green, Noah Ohlhaut, Pat
Murray, Cathleen Acree, Mary Preston, Deacon Tim Crooker, David Tolle, JoAnn
Komanecky, Tom Wolfram, Phyllis Link, Lawrence Wesley Colbert, Kellie Peters,
Eleanor Lawler; Andy McMorrow, Jim Sheehan, Shannon Boyle, Steve Smith, Lisa
Durr, Harry Schneider, Blair Niernberger, Brittany Tackett, Hunter, Mark, Jenny
Seithel, Kevin Noble, Raymond Hopkins, and Harper Meyer.

UprcoMING EVENTS

Dec. 24-26 Farish office closed

Dec. 31-Jan. 1 Farish office closed

Jan. 2 Men’s Spirituality Group - Parish Center
Jan. 4 Parent Listening Session - Parish Center
Jan. 11 Social Mission Book Discussion Group

Contact the parish office to learn more.

Bewy, Best
Ciling

LONGARM QUILTING SERVICES
NORWOOD, OHIO

Financing available

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

EDGE TO EDGE STARTS AT $0.02
PER SQAURE INCH
SIZES BABY TO QUEEN
TURNAROUND IN 4 TO 6 WEEKS

‘Contact

MARIAH BERRYMAN
BERRYBESTQUILTING@GMAIL.COM

a REAL ESTATE GROUP

COLDWELL BANKER | REALTY

f:x”t (513) 608-1199 St. Xavier Parishioner 2 SPACES
ramrealestategroup.com 1.5 x 2 inch
= 2 .5 x 2 inches
Taft/ | ALLRED $874/year
The Modern Law Firm. GROUP Yy

Helping your business navigate
federal, state, and local tax issues,
contracts, and entity governance.

Joe Stewart-Pirone
Attorney - St. Xavier Parishioner
jstewart-pirone@taftlaw.com
(513) 357-9614

Taftlaw.com

(513) 305-0289
© info@acrn ky.

www.acrnky.com

ADVANCED CONTRACTING

Christine Maegly &

(859) 635-1854
Services Provided:
Foundation/Concrete Repair
Egress Windows
Pool Decks
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels
Basement Finishing
Decks, Patios, Outdoor Spaces

com

AND REMODELING

Roxanne Motl

Larry Pauly, REALTOR®

513.519.4390

larry.pauly@cbws.com

Proudly serving St. Xavier Parish

5178 CROOKSHANK RD.,CINCINNATI, OH 45238

% | COLDWELL BANKER TheAllredGroup.com
BARRY KIRBY 513-922-0203 e oo More Adverising
GEO. H. ROHDE(.-SON <o StateFarm' Space Available!
Feneral Home oo Marian Sizemore, Agent Contact Lisa Durr
SIEVEROHDEPARRELL SCHNEIDEE £ BELINDA-HARPER 880 Alexandria Pike Ste 204 ldurr@stxchurch.org

, o

e

77 ('/%m'-r ‘:% }’?}rm.’i(y seroiee to Cestern Grncinats & ."Iﬁ!'yrw(/
3183 Linwood Avenue - Mt. Lookout Square
321-0404
ROHDEFUNERAL.COM

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Fort Thomas, KY 41075-2100
Bus: 859-441-2624
Www.mariansizemore.com

# of Spaces Annual Price

State Farm, Bloomington, IL | $4 74
2 $874
3 $1304
4 $1665

Jesuit Parish Family: Being transformed in the Body of Christ, to bear hope and healing, in the Ignatian tradition.



