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M I M Art: St. John the Baptist in Prison, Visited by Salomé
ASS INTENTIONS USIC by Guercino (c. mid 17th century)
December 15 - 20 o . brown ink and iron gall ink with brown wash
pening: © Princeton University Art Museum
MON  6:00 +  Thomas & Phyllis Rosc and Awake! Awake, and Greet the New
15 Neal Gilday Morn #4238
+  Robert Hamberg
11:30 + Mary Claire Torbeck (75t Anna.) MASS SCHEDULE
+  Patrick Moran Kyrie: #169
4 Weekend Masses
TUE 6:00 + Nonie Sullivan
16 +  Kathryn Imsicke Responsorial Psalm 146: STI;)T/IZW
11:30  SI Patty Luckett (Birth.) Lord, come and save us. #997
+/SI  Living & Deceased Members
of the Ginocchio Family . Sunday
Preparation: 7 AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM, 5 PM
WED  6:00 + O’Connor & Whalen Families A Voice Cries Out #416
17 +  Bill Jackson Weekday Masses
11:30  SI Franks Family Mondayv - Frida
+  Raymond Teepen Mass Parts: 6 lyl 30 Y
THU  6:00 SI  Anyigbo & Osuagwu Families #198’ 200, 202, 204 ’ .
18 11:30  +  Douglas Lange Saturday
SI Mike Green Communion Antiphon: 7 AM
FRI 600 + Fx Jacob Boddicker, §] Say to the anxious: be strong and_fear not, Confessions
19 +  Parish Book of Remembrance our God will come and save us. o
11:30 +  Peter Horan Monday B Fnday. 12-1PM
+  Wilma Link (Zst Ann.) Closing; Tuesday: 5:30 - 6:30 PM
SAT 7:00 +  Timothy Meyer (Birth.) People, Look East #409 Saturday
20 + Mary Jo Schwartz (Annz,) 11 AM to Noon
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Chnistmas at St. Xavier Church

Mass Times
Christmas Eve — 4 PM* 5:30 PM, 12 AM
Christmas Day — 7 AM, 9 AM, 10:30 AM*
*Liwestream

Parents & Caregivers Input Welcomed

Raising young children in the faith is a joyful (and sometimes
challenging!) journey. We want to make our parish a place
where families with little ones feel welcomed, supported,
and at home. This Advent, as we prepare our hearts for
Christ’s coming, we want to reflect on how our parish can
better welcome families with young children. Parents and
caregivers, please plan to join us on Sunday, January 4, in
the Parish Center after the 10:30 AM Mass, for a listening
and discussion session to share your experiences, hopes, and
ideas for a family-friendly parish community. Snacks and
beverages will be provided. Your voice and your little ones
are truly welcome!

St. Xavier Book Club

Our group will meet on Tuesday, January 20, at 2:30 PM
in the Parish Center. We will discuss our latest book, 7/e
Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell by Robert Dugoni. The novel
follows a boy with a rare condition known as ocular albinism
which gives Sam red pupils and severely impairs his vision.
This leads to bullying and discrimination. His mother views
the condition as a divine blessing. Please join us!

Christmas Poinsettias

If you would like to purchase poinsettia flowers for someone
special, or as a memorial for a loved one, please use the
envelopes at the back of church. Or, you can clip this notice
and return it with your payment in the collection basket or
mail it to the parish office.

Suggested donation: $10. Thank you!

L.

Joy in the Midst of Waiting

Every year, the Third Sunday of Advent greets us with a color
that surprises the eye. After two weeks of deep purple, the
priest steps into rose-colored vestments. Not because Advent
suddenly becomes light and easy, but because joy refuses to
wait until everything is perfect. Rose is the color of dawn—
night still around us, yes, but the sky carrying a promise it can’t
hide: light is coming.

Isaiah looks out at a cracked, barren landscape and dares to
proclaim that even deserts will bloom. Strength will return to
weary hands. Hope will show up where it shouldn’t be able to
grow. James urges us, “Make your hearts firm,” not by closing
down, but by staying steady and open. And Jesus tells John’s
disciples, “Go and tell him what you hear and see.” The blind
see. The lame walk. The poor receive good news. Joy becomes
real when it touches real lives.

We live in the between: between Christ’s first coming in
humility and his final coming in glory. Theologians call this the
‘already’ and the ‘not yet’. The Kingdom is already breaking
in, but it is not yet complete. And that’s the sacred tension
where joy lives. Not naive optimism, but resilient faith: the kind
that blooms in dry ground, that shows up in waiting rooms and
prison cells, that holds on even when questions remain. The
kind that chooses joy because Christ has already come, and is
coming still.

Scripture gives this joy deep and sturdy roots:

* 29— gil [geel]: joy that leaps when God moves.

*  Unnig — simchah [sim-KHAH)]: joy born of restoration
and justice.

*  xapd — chara [khah-RAH]: joy as grace that endures.

This is not fragile happiness. This is joy rooted in God’s
presence, resilient in sorrow, radiant with promise.

So, where does this leave us with three candles in: Hope, Peace,
and now Joy? It leaves us standing in that rose-colored light,
honest about what is still unhealed, yet unwilling to believe
God is distant. Joy isn’t something we manufacture. It’s a gift
that meets us where we are.

This week, notice the small blooms in your own dry places.
Let them be signs that God is stirring joy within you, and let
that joy spill gently into the lives of others. Because the dawn is
coming, and even now, its light is on your face.

Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ
Parish Family Director of Evangelization
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SUNDAY READINGS — #997

$15,069
Online Contributions 6,052
Total for November 30 $21,121

Sunday Collection for November 30

Support St. Xavier Church:

Congratulations to...

*  Paul and Claire (Zernich) Lemmink, who were married
on December 6.

*  Giovanni Pasquale Romito, son of Benjamin and Mollie,
who was baptized on December 7.

Adoration, Benediction, & Confession

Please join us every Tuesday from 5:30 - 6:30 PM in the
church for Adoration, Benediction, and Confession. On
Tuesday, December 16, the evening will include music!

Attn: Readers, Ministers, Servers, etc.

The sign-up sheets for the Christmas Eve and/or Christmas
Masses are in the server sacristy. Please let us know what
Masses you can help with before December 15. Thank you!

Midday Masterpieces

Join Dr. Cecelia Dorger for an exploration of Nativity scenes
in the history of art as we focus upon the Adoration of the
Shepherds and the Adoration of the Magi. Discover what we
can emulate in the first adorers this Advent, as we prepare to
worship the Newborn King this Christmas. We will meet at
12 PM, immediately after 11:30 Mass in the Parish Center
on Wednesday, December 17. All are welcome!

Parish Christmas Party

Join us for the annual Christmas party on Wednesday,
December 17, beginning around 4 PM at Dead Low
Brewing (5959 Kellogg Ave). There is a $20 Secret Santa.
Bring a gift and join in the fun! Desserts are welcome, too!

NOVEMBER 2025 - AVERAGE MASS ATTENDANCE

Saturday 4PM — 194  Sunday 7 AM - 140
Sunday 10:30 AM - 330

Sunday 9 AM - 228
Sunday 5PM - 197

A ‘Social Mission

2%

Retirement Fund for Religious

Across the country, Gatholic sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests dedicate themselves to service and acts of mercy,
often for little or no pay. Now, many religious communities
are left without enough retirement savings to support their
aging members. This weekend, please consider donating
to the Retirement Fund for Religious, which helps provide
medications, nursing care, and other necessities. Donation
envelopes are available in the back of the church. Thank you
for your generosity!

Gifts That Give Back

Looking for last-minute gift ideas? Check out local retailers
that align with Catholic Social Teaching on care for creation
and solidarity! In Over-the-Rhine, Simply Zero sells package-
free, eco-friendly products for a zero waste lifestyle. Just a
couple blocks from St. Xavier Church, Soul Goods offers a
variety of quality goods from vendors dedicated to bringing
equity to our world. And in nearby O’Bryonville, Ten
Thousand Villages is a nonprofit, fair trade organization that
markets handcrafted products from more than 35 developing
countries. If you don’t have time to go shopping, give a gift
that gives back by making a donation in a loved one’s name!

Social Mission Book Discussion muym

Inspired by our parish family pilgrimage to the
Kino Border Initiative earlier this year, a Social ~— El#
Mission book discussion group will be meeting in January
to read Vouces of the Border: Testimonios of Migration, Deportation,
and Asylum. Anyone interested is welcome to join a virtual
meeting on January 11 at 4:30 PM and in-person meetings
on January 13, 20, and 27 (time TBD). Please RSVP via the
QR code, and contact Sara Damewood at saradeborah1 6@,
gmail.com with any questions.

CONNECT WITH ST. X!

Sign up to receive St. Xavier Church’s weekly email newsletter
by completing the form on the homepage of the website.

X 9 @stxchurch
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UprcoMING EVENTS

PRESIDERS FOR THIS WEEKEND - DECEMBER 14

Dec. 14  Young Adult Group Bible Study - Parish Center

4:00 PM Fr. Michael Graham, SJ
7:00 AM Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, §] Dec. 16 Adoration, Benediction, Confession w/ Music
9:00 AM Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, S
10:30 AM Fr. Michael Graham, SJ Dec. 17 Midda}{ Masterpieces - Parish Center.
Parish Christmas Party - Dead Low Brewing

5:00 PM Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, SJ

Dec. 19 Men’s Spirituality Group - Parish Center

PRESIDERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND - DECEMBER 21

4:00 PM Fr. James Ackerman, SJ Dec. 24-26 Parish office closed
GO0AM Fr. Aaron Malnick, § Jan. 4 Parent Listening Session - Parish Center
9:00 AM Fr. Aaron Malnick, SJ
10:30 AM Fr. James Ackerman, SJ Jan. 11 Social Mission Book Discussion Group
5:00 PM Fr. Damian Torres-Botello, SJ Contact the parish office to learn more.

ST. XAVIER PRAYER MINISTRY  Please offer prayers for the infirmed of our parish.

Susan Anderson, Adelie Eaton, Jeff Krohmer, Wendy Welsh, Mary Burwinkle, Norma Litherland, James Hogan, Tim, Irank & Sandy Fieler, Ella Grace
Hiltz, Donna Engelhart, Sharon Dearwester, Marguerite Kron, Marilyn Ireudenberg, Kathy Magner, Roxanne Motl, Peter Keiser, Patrick Auger, Iland,
Conhna Davies, Stephanie Hackman, Steve Wolter, Bob Howard, Mike Green, Noah Ohlhaut, Pat Murray, Cathleen Acree, Mary Preston, Deacon
Tim Crooker, David Tolle, JoAnn Komanecky, Tom Wolfram, Phyllis Link, Lawrence Wesley Colbert, Kellie Peters, Eleanor Lawler, Andy McMorrow,
Jim Sheehan, Shannon Boyle, Steve Smith, Lisa Durr, Harry Schneider, Blair Niernberger, Brittany Tackett, Hunter, Mark, Jenny Seithel, Kevin Noble,
Raymond Hopkins, and Harper Meyer.

LONGARM QUILTING SERVICES
NORWOOD, OHIO

5178 CROOKSHANK RD.,CINCINNATI, OH 45238
BARRY KIRBY 513-922-0203 | 2 SPACES
EDGE T;)E;ZGQSHSJLAERITNSCAHT $0.02 1.5 X 2 inCheS

SIZES BABY TO QUEEN E }}::’V\:_':
TURNAROUND IN 4 TO 6 WEEKS ? RAM \Fl:,H, ;’ $874‘/Y€ar

RIAH BERRYMAN

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY
BE QUILTING@GMAIL.COM call

cll (513) 608-1199

ramrealestategroup.com

Taft/

The Modern Law Firm.

Helping your business navigate
federal, state, and local tax issues,
contracts, and entity governance.

More Advertising
Space Available!

Joe Stewart-Pirone
Attorney - St. Xavier Parishioner
jstewart-pirone@taftlaw.com
(513) 357-9614

Contact Lisa Durr

ldurr@stxchurch.org
A%LRLCI;S 3 or call 513.721.4045.

Larry Pauly, REALTOR®

513.519.4390

larry.pauly@cbws.com

Taftlaw.com

&» StateFarm-

Marian Sizemore, Agent

880 Alexandria Pike Ste 204
Fort Thomas, KY 41075-2100
Bus: 859-441-2624
www.mariansizemore.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Proudly serving St. Xavier Parish

*
CB COLDWELL BANKER TheAllredGroup.com
REALTY

Jesuit Parish Famuly: Being transformed in the Body of Christ, to bear hope and healing, in the Ignatian tradition.



