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MASS SCHEDULE (suspended)

Please see our website for other options
for prayer and spiritual communion
www.stxchurch.org

MASS INTENTIONS April 20—25

6:00 + Bob and Kay Dietrich (Birth.)
1:30  + Jjohn F. Dosech
* Charles and Bes Schulenberg

6:00 + Parish Book of Remembrance
TUES  11:30 4 jane Fangman

21 + Carol Adler (1st Annv.)
WED 6:00 + George and Marilyn Schulenberg
2> 11:30  + John R. Grosser

* Nancy O'Brien

THUR 161328 + Mary Jo Schwartz and Jason Scott

MON |
20

>3 + Joe and Maureen Merten
+ Nancy Hollenkamp
FRI 6:00 + Jack Burns (Birth.)

24 11:30 + Margaret Fessler
+ Evelyn Zembrodt

SAT 7:00 Sl Sabrina Fischer

25

611 Sycamore Street Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 513-721-4045

www.stxchurch.org



St. Xavier Church @
Happy Easter to everyone at

St. Xavier Parish. | am missing

each and every person connect-

ed with the parish. It’s been a
big loss to not be together to
celebrate Holy Week and to ini-
tiate the Easter Season—
| probably my favorite season of
our liturgical year.

During these 50 days we
# marinate in the Resurrected
Jesus and His love and mission
LW | for all of us. His earthly life

"=, and passion ushered in Eternal
: © Life and like everything
that the generous Lord has—he shares with us.

| truly believe he is sharing this New Life with us in
the midst of the pandemic. | have nothing but firm
hope that God is bringing us through this time of
loss, pain, suffering, sickness and death and will re-
main with us all the days of our life and lead us to the
promised land.

| have been feeding my spirit by soaking in all the
stories of compassion, generosity, goodness, care
and concern that people are showing to one another
in our country and throughout the whole
world. Where sin abounds, grace abounds even more
the scripture tells us. God’s grace will get us through
and strengthen our faith and trust in Him. | keep tell-
ing people to watch for the miracles—the small daily
miracles that show us that God is in this fight with us
and will bring about a victory. There may be a great
Miracle of Healing with the banishment of the virus,
but there are already little miracles of love, peace,
kindness, healing, friendship and companionship
even amid isolation that tell us: God is with us.

| advise keeping up a strong prayer life. Take time
to be quiet. Turn off the phone and computer. Expe-
rience the undeniable truth that it is good to be alive,
no matter what we are going through each day. Thank
God for the gift of life and share God’s compassion,
starting with yourselves.

| caught a recent interview with Brené Brown, a
popular author and speaker on the topics of resili-
ence, courage and empathy. She concluded her con-
versation by stating: “We have to work on our resili-
ence in every way we can, but we also have to give
ourselves permission to say, ‘This is my first global
pandemic. I'm dealing with a lot, I'm feeling a lot of
complicated stuff and that’s OK.””

So, hang in there. The best is yet to come. God is
not finished with us, and we will all be together soon
in our beautiful Church singing the Lord’s praises and
feasting on His Divine Body and Blood together.

Sending out big spiritual bear hugs that are super
safe and don’t defy social distancing because they are
In the Spirit, the Holy Spirit who we know is with us
and in us.

—Love and prayers,

Father Matt Gamber

Inward Reflection
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Please offer prayers for the infirmed of our parish:
Marty Yee, Special Intention, David Schwartz, Edward
Merkes, Lora Lee, Joe Waters, Elaine Waters, Audrey
Koester, Jeff Koester, Betty Holt, Don Sumner, Joe Al-
bers, Joan Ludwig, Dave Sturgeon, Chelsea Rust, Daniel
Helmes, Angie Fennell, Melissa, Christine Schoonover,
Charley Verkamp, Tim Robinson, Harry Tenkotte, Gerry
Walsh, Russ Williams, Mimi McGarry, Rosemary Kosky,
Rick Hancock, Gina Spradling, Arnold Tepe, Adelie
Eaton, Terry Lawrence, Mary Murphy, Roy, Anita Snider,
Thomas Willis, Shirley Tolliver Hardin, Karen Blust, Jerry
Wallman, Gloria Duncan, Carl Ladwig, JoAnn James, Da-
vid and Carol Grosser, Steve Wolter, Angie Randy Paul,
Cynthia Hogan, Carmeltia Schlueter, Joseph and Shiela
MacDougall, Kevin Noble, Helen Sievers, Jewel
Rossmann, Chris Arlinghaus, Beth Barney, Bob Wilker-
son, Quinn Cobble, Diana DeVore, Lisa Spencer, Ellen
Sole, Sheila Sullivan, Mary Ann Himmelmann, Karen
Shaw, Bill Hughes, Sue Leeds, Chris Leeds, Edward Pes-
tian, Erin Payne, T) Ducklo, Doug Lange, Glenda Bauer,
Betty Headsworth, Ron and Lynda Pierce, Bill and Nancy
Santen, Shirley Riegling, John Massman, Joseph Brehm,

Josefa Navales, Gina Martin, Bob and Jean Scheid, Rob-

ert Miller, Barbara Meridieth, Sharon Dearwester, Joan
Perone, Tomie Faye Weissinger, Rose Elizabeh Sartin,
Debbie Garnett, Tom Miller, Jeanne Miller, Tim Robin-
son, Kathy Link, Jane Melson, Steve Nieman, Lovre
Dzolic, Plinio DeGoes, JoJo, Bill Robison, Arlene Fritsch,
Ginny Wiltse, and Gregg.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Sunday offerings for April 12 $14,858
THANK YOU to all those who remembered to

support St Xavier Church during these hard
times. See our website for information about
online giving.

2020 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CERTIFICATES
Married couples celebrating a significant wed-
ding anniversary (25, 40, 50, 60, 65, 70, 75) in
2020 can request a personally signed certificate
from the Archbishop. If these noteworthy mile-
stones apply to you, please call Diane at the of-
fice. For couples celebrating 50 years, there will
be a GOLDEN Anniversary Mass at the Cathedral
Sun August 1 at 4:30.

Daily Mass Intentions

On the front of this bulletin, you can see the names of
those souls for whom each daily Mass is offered. Even
in times of social distancing, these Masses continue to
be celebrated in a private setting each day by our Jesuit
priests. See inside for details about spiritual commun-
ion. We encourage you to keep these names in your
own personal prayer intentions. AMDG




2nd Sunday Easter ?:9

Have you ever had a nickname?
Curly? Red? Charlie Hustle?
Sawbones? | think nicknames
come in two types: first, the
derogatory type. Like if some-
one calls you Tiny, even though
you weigh over 300 Ibs. And the
second type is complimentary:
one you're proud of. When they
call you an Einstein.

In our Gospel today, we hear
that Thomas has a nickname: Didymus, which is
Greek for twin. Legend has it that he may have been
the disciple who most resembled Jesus, and so St.
John uses the word “twin” 3 times in Gospel, nowhere
else. And it certainly does carry a meaning for us. We
are in some way a “twin” to Jesus as we are made in
his image and likeness.

But informally, we also know Thomas’ other nick-
name: Doubting Thomas because Jesus says to him,
“do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Doubting Thom-
as is that first kind of nickname, the one you might
not be so proud of. A name you want to outgrow.

Many think doubting is wrong, to question authori-
ty; to challenge church teaching. No it isn’t wrong.
Doubt is a natural response to unsatisfactory answers.
Doubt can be a sign of struggle, growth, and desire
for deeper faith. Or something that holds.

In recent days, we have come to doubt much of
what we heard about viruses and how they spread.
We doubt the news and we doubt this may pass at all.
Then we learn, or we find hope to dissuade our
doubts. Spiritual or religious doubt can often lead to
what we call an appropriated faith. That is, not just
the faith your parents gave you, but the one you
struggled to accept as your own.

For Thomas, he has spiritual doubts. He’s been
hurt. He just lost his “reason for living”. He may have
had high hopes and exciting plans to follow Jesus. No
wonder he doubts. Many of us have doubted God or
life itself when we have been “hurt” by others or have
suffered a loss. We doubt when we lose trust.

But the Good News is ... Doubt is not the end of
today’s story. Just like a negative nickname, Doubt is
to be outgrown and transformed with the help of God.
What kind of help does God bring when we doubt? He
brings us deep Peace. Jesus sees Thomas’ unbelief
and invites him to a Peace that is very deep and per-
sonal. It is a peace so close that he wants him to
touch his hands and his side. Take a look at the pic-
ture on the front of this bulletin, in this version,
Thomas does not have his finger in the side of the Ris-
en Christ. We don’t know that Thomas put his hand
deeply into Jesus’ body or not, Scripture does not tell
us. But we do know that the Lord invited him. And
that invitation itself transformed Thomas into a man
of faith. Thomas immediately responded “My Lord
and My God.” -

Outward Action
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Perhaps you remember a time in life when you
doubted yourself or your faith. Isn’t it true that we
somehow find this moment of resolve or trust, this
peace, that moves us beyond the doubt? Christ always
offers us a way through doubt. And that can lead to
peace. At times like that, | use the other Thomas nick-
name: | play the twin. | imitate Christ who is peace.
| twin with Jesus in his struggles and accept the peace
of God. | twin with the saints in their doubts and rely
on that center that holds. And like Thomas, | get clos-
er to Jesus and accept the offer of free peace. Deeper
peace, and | find | can move forward. | find an inner
certainty just uttering the words “My Lord and My
God.” My Jesus mercy. Jesus, | trust in you. This is
the prayer of St Faustina, whose soul we recall on this
Sunday of Divine Mercy. In the coming days, when you
find yourself in times of doubt about God, yourself,
the future. Will you carry on the struggles and take
the name of Doubt? Or will you believe the words of
“Peace” and take the name of Twin. Pax tibi Domini.
May the Peace of the Lord be with you.

— Fr. Patrick Fairbanks, S.J. Pastor

FIRST COMMUNION and CONFIRMATION
Lift up these young children in your prayer as
they prepare themselves for First Communion
and Confirmation soon. Susan Stewart-Pirone,
Margaret Meyers, Grace Sychay, Alexander Siller
and Braxton Rhinehart for First Communion and
Brennan Bucher for Confirmation. We are grateful
to John Kollar, Emily Conklin, Mary Fetick and
Clare Krumme for preparing them. May the grace
of our loving God envelop these young people

as they receive these sacraments.

RCIA: CATECHUMENS AND CANDIDATES

OUR NEw CATHOLICS

In light of the alternative schedule for the month of
April, the Archdiocese has advised parishes to look to
the Solemnity of Pentecost (May 31) as the Sunday on
which we welcome new members into the Catholic
Church. Our 9 candidates and catechumens will re-
ceive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and
Eucharist at this time. Please keep them in your pray-
ers, and stay tuned for more information.
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Chelsea Cole, Chris Stratmoen,

Brittany Bishop, Paul Dieterlen,

Brittney Fernandez, LaToiua Foster,
Zachary Powell, Riley Sheehy, Emily Voll

J

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam
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design ¢ installation * maintenance

(513) 533-2300

www.perrinolandscape.com
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cyene® Foam « Fireproofing

PLUMBING, LLC

ANY HAIR SERVICE || B z
Ty aovoTHENT ony ] 513-922-0203 g!':‘; 3827 Spring Grove Ave.
2 5178 Crookshank Rd « Cincinnati Ty 513-681-2501
5202 513.260.3584 www.priorityinsulation.com - www.icyene.com OH License #13975

Mark James, Parishioner

A Taste of Class

Catering For All Occasions
513-481-FOOD (3663)

www.atasteofclass.com ¢ caterer@isoc.net

A.ALL VALLEY
PLUMBING

New ¢ Repair
Remodel * Sewer Service
773-3311
JIM KROEGER, Licensed Master Plumber
— 24 HOUR SERVICE -

Dobbling, Muchlenkamp-firshell GREG HARNIST - TIM CORCORAN
BellevuSUNERﬁ]:tIT—Ih?xES INCNewpart co Rco RA N & H A R N I ST
859-491-4500 * www.DMEfuneral.com HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Our families serving your families for generations 1457 Harrison Ave. (at Western Hills Viaduct) 921-2227

No Walking No
Waiting, No Worries®
I1-275 to Exit 4A
(859) 689-7806

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

321-4100

Remodeling * Roofing ¢ Gutters
Plumbing ¢ Electric ¢ Drywall
Concrete ¢ Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete
Home Repair Company

513-921-2254

‘ Famous l

Corned Beef
Western Hills ® 5098 Glencrossing Way ® 347-9699
Downtown ® 300 Elm St. ® 721-4241
Downtown ® 610 Main St. ® 241-6246

1123 S. Ft. Thomas Ave

Ft. Thomas . 51 3'347'1 1 1 1

859-441-2378
Craig & Carolynn Reis Pi@k @L’D &
Deliveny

Parishioners

John W. Zoellner, President
www.zoellnergarten.com

513-852-2400
Mergers « Acquisitions - Business Broker

’EE

www.BestFurnitureGallery.com Business Appraisals - M & E Appraisals

peaceall GEo. H. Roupe & Son

* SWIMMING POOL

* FITNESS CENTER Funeral Home Jince {970

3183 Linwood Ave « Mt. Lookout Square

Spectacular views! Newport, KY. Units priced
513-321-0404 » www.rohdefuneral.com

from $200,000 to $600,000. Call Jan @
513-293-5763 to schedule a tour.

# a Steve Rohde, Owner/Director
JA. Jan Meyer | EICTPO Denise Mercier, Manager/Director
IITMANN Licensed in Ohio and KY - 55, 15" 300 0% 567

Darrell Schneider, Director

REALTORS SkyPoint-Condos.com  Parishioner

H ’ Electrical & Telecommunications Services
catholicmatch PEST’ALL Cincinnati Columbus
O h | e EXTERMINATING 5710 Hillside Ave. 4407 Professional Pkwy.
Cincinnati, OH 45233  Groveport, OH 43125
531-1261 513-467-0500 614-836-9300
| CathelicM atch.com/OH || Peter Anderson Sr. & Jr. www.kecc.com

A?MLABLE ADVERTISE YOUR % DeBra-Kuempel suiding Relationships.
FOR hUH'ITEﬂ TIME B U SIN Ess HEHE = An EMCOR Company Building Solutions.

COntact_Nancy MfacMiIIan to place an ad today! 51 3271 6500
nmacmillan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6426 WWW.de bra_kuem pel .com

\HOMAN
‘~';_.Z.- 'METALS

Marcia P. Beckmeyer
Managing Partner

(513) 721-5010
(513) 300-7781 mobile

& Need a deep clean monthly?
_-E—.l: Need weekly or bi-weekly general cleanings? E “ E n n '-"
] Need a ready-to-sell or move clean?
=iez=y We will customize a plan to meet your needs = ' = “ " n . ¥
H&H Cleaning is an established local,
independent company focused on quality,
reliability, and attention to detail. . H W A T E R P R O O F I N G

We bring our own supplies and equipment. OH:ermg Com mun “Y

Call today for a free estimate! 513-314-7665 Services for Seniors Pk ‘-l."‘ E z B h #'I H“é
Adult Day y reathe :
@ Rostorati Home Services T a,,,,_dpf

Restoration Fitness Club

marcia@homanmetals.com 93 Caldwell Dr., Ste. B Th RECLAIM YOUR BASEMENT
1253 Knowlton St. || wurmet macoe-242-1321 crapy 513-874-7200 - 800-783-7202
Cincinnati The David Hummel Building Company bqyleyl'fe-org WWW.EVERDRYCINCY.COM
3-D-4-2 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-1477



