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The Sunday collection for February 7 was
$13,635.89, and weekday was $422.04. Thank you

for your generosity!

Please remember in your prayers the sick of our
parish: Fr. Murphy, Julia Girty, Jean Fischer, Les
McGraw, Sally Smith, Donna Kay Kinney, Patty
Everett, Marian Hardy, Dennis Hutzel, Adam Stropko,
Rhua Kepferle, Betsey Wilson, Elizabeth Brown,
Marge Willis, Lola Davis, Erma McLaughlin, Diane
Gottmer, Alice Schutte, and all of our ill and
homebound.

ASH WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 17"
MASSES: 6, 7,11 AM, 12 and 5 PM
*No confessions on Ash Wednesday

Lenten Service Saturdays: St. Xavier is offering
opportunities to be of service during the season of
Lent. To date, the following placements have
been arranged starting at 9:00 AM.

February 20: St. Xavier Undercroft

February 27: St. Margaret Hall

March 13: St. Vincent DePaul,

St. Peter Claver School
March 20:  Matthew 25 Ministry
March 27: Peaslee Center,

St. Peter Claver School
Please call the office to sign-up for a space.

MASS INTENTIONS

February 15 - 20

MON 6:00 +Tom and Rose McHugh
11:30  +Richard F. Williams
12:05  +Russell Zimmerman (Annv.)
TUES 6:00 +Ralph Guthier
11:30  +Edith Jenny
12:05  +Kathy Burger (1 Annv.)

ASH WEDNESDAY 6,7, 11AM, 12 & 5 PM

THURS 6:00 Favret and Dell Families

11:30  +George Schulenberg
12:05  Sp. Int. Richard Niehaus
FRI 6:00 +Walter Thompson (Birth.)
11:30  +Larry Bilkie (1% Annv.)
12:05  +Sp. Int. Erwin & N orma Erhardt
(55" Wedd. Annv.)
SAT 7:00 +llva C. Nicastro (10" Annv.)
11:00 +Rev. Fred Middendorf, S.J. (Annv.)

X-CETERA

Congratulations to Anthony Asher, son of Tony and
Joyce, who received First Honors from St. Xavier High
School!

PREPARING FOR CARING: A LENTEN
RETREAT March 6, 8:30 — 3:30 PM

Join us in the church undercroft for this Lenten
Retreat Day to focus on your own life and role.
Whether you are currently a care-giver, a new
parent, an “in-betweener,” or a Christian seeking
deeper knowledge of the call to charity—this day
is designed for you. Charles Puchta, an award-
winning author and nationally recognized
authority, advisor, advocate and speaker on
caregiving will be the presenter.

Tender Mercies, February 28th
Please call the office to donate this month.

Beginning in March we will welcome Fernside,
Supporting Children and Families through Grief.
They will be meeting in the undercroft twice a
month; the first meeting will be March 3.
Volunteers are needed to welcome families, pick
up and serve dinner, and facilitate support groups
(training is required and will begin this month).
Anyone interested in these opportunities can
contact Mary at Fernside at 513-745-0111.

Xpressions Book Club will meet Tuesday, March 9 at
7:00 PM. The Diary of a Country Priest by Geoges
Bernanos will be discussed. All are welcome.

PLEASE TAKE A VALENTINE DAY HOLY
CARD TODAY, FOUND AT THE ENTRANCES
AND BACK OF THE CHURCH.

Almsgiving Envelopes during Lent

Almsgiving envelopes are available at the back of
church for CISE, Catholic Charities, and St. Vincent
DePaul. Please check the box where you wish to
designate your Lenten almsgiving.

MINISTERS OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT
Please fill out your March-April schedules either
on-line or hard copy this week. Thank you!

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing
an old family Bible to her brother in another part of
the country. “Is there anything breakable in here?
Asked the postal clerk. “Only the Ten
Commandments!” exclaimed the lady.

A COMPLETE LISTING OF LENTEN PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES IS LOCATED AT
THE ENTRANCES AND AT THE BACK OF CHURCH. PLEASE PIC ONE UP.
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PASTOR'S PACE

The psalms are unique ways to pray with the
Word of God. Too often | think we perceive them as
interludes between the readings from the Old and New
Testament, respectively, and do not take them
seriously or give them much consideration outside of
the Liturgy of the Word. However, the psalms are part
of sacred scripture and have significance within the
collection of readings chosen for each Sunday.
Normally, the Psalm, like the readings, help to form a
cohesive message meant to be conveyed on a
particular Sunday.

Since the Psalms were written as poetical
chants, they were meant to be a sung prayer that
expresses a petition or praise of the writer to God.
They bear testament to the universal human needs
and direct to God the longing for peace and security,
and reflect the need of expressing joy, sorrow, and
praise, regardless of time.

The Church gives the Faithful four options with
regards to the use of the Psalm each Sunday; one of
which is to use the same psalm each Sunday during a
liturgical season. Beginning next Sunday we will use
the same Psalm setting for the season of Lent; please
sing along; remember, no one goes home humming
the homily!

Today we hear from the first of the psalms.
Our refrain is “Blessed are they who hope in the Lord.”
Here and in the first and Gospel reading, the word
“blessed” means “happy”. | cannot think of a better
antiphon to echo in our hearts and minds as we begin
the season of Lent. We are told that we will
experience happiness if we hope in the promise and
presence of God. Medical studies consistently show
that people who pray are happier than those who do
not. With all of the distractions, chaos, worry, and fear
that exists in our world today it might be worth seeking
something as simple as happiness.

The Gospel teaching for today reminds us that
happiness can in fact exist apart from the troubles of
the world. Jesus articulates that those who are
troubled here and now can and will be happy if and
only if they hope in what God has to offer them.
Perhaps this is because hoping in the Lord brings a
certain freedom and simplicity to one's life that avails a
person to pursue the very things that make one happy
and fulfilled.

The season of Lent is a call to new beginnings:
a start-over, an opportunity to try to do something new
or at least differently; it is an opportune time filled with
an abundance of possibilities and potential. It is an
invitation to become happy because Lent invites us to
let go of the drama that chaos and distractions create.
It affords us an additional way to pray.

Let us remember each other in prayer this

week! +Eric J. Knapp, S.J.

February 14, 2010

FAITH FORMATION

SCRIPTURE STUDY CONTINUES!

The Gospel of Luke: The Gospel of the Holy Spirit.
Tuesday, February 16, 7-8:30 PM in the Undercroft.
Our presenter is Fr. Tim Schehr, professor of biblical
studies at the Athenaeum. Bring your Bible and a
friend.

Fat Tuesday Celebration & Palm Burning

We are going to have a “Fat Tuesday” pot-luck dinner
and palm burning service. Tuesday, February 16™.
The dinner will begin at 6:00pm followed by a Prayer
Service at 7:00pm. All families, friends, teens and
young adults of St. X parish are invited to attend. You
are asked to bring your favorite dish to share and your
old palms. People whose last name begins with Al
please bring casseroles; J-R please bring salads;
S—-Z please bring desserts. Mark your calendars and
plan to celebrate with fellow parish members. It's a
wonderful way to prepare for Lent. Beverages will be
provided.

Baptism Prep Class will be held Thursday, February
18 at 7:00 PM in the Undercroft. Please call the office
to register.

BREAK OPEN THE WORD: Scripture Study
Sundays, February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21. Come
and break open the Lenten Sunday readings with Al
Cucchetti from 8:00-8:45 AM in the Undercroft.

Praying with Ignatius: A Lenten Journey: Feb. 24,
March 3, 10 and 17; 6 to 8:30 PM (Dinner Included!)
The Jesuit Spiritual Center will again offer a Lenten
retreat entitled “Praying with Ignatius.” Praying with
Ignatius will offer an introduction to the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius and will seek to deepen the
prayer habits and spiritual lives of attendees. Each
evening will include a specific topic as well as prayer,
scripture reading and small-group sharing. For
information, or to register, call (513) 248-3500, ext. 10
or visit www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com.

St. Xavier 2010 Parish Lenten Mission: "God's
Way of Compassion and Forgiveness", March 2nd-
4™ Would you like to live with more compassion and
forgiveness? Are you looking to renew your
relationship with Jesus Christ? Our Mission preacher
is Fr. Kevin Flaherty, S.J., a Cincinnati native, who
has been a missionary to Peru for over 30 years, and
is a well-regarded preacher and presenter. The
mission will be preached in two formats: Evenings at
7:00pm in Xavier Church; and a shorter (1/2 hour)
presentation at 12Noon in the undercroft. The
Wednesday 7:00 PM mission will include a
Reconciliation Service.




